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An Appeal for Legislative Aid. 



Below is a copy of a bill which has been presented to 
the Legislature, requesting the State to make such pro- 
vision as it may in its judgment see fit for the financial 
assistance of the Florida Historical Society. The bill is 
a literal copy of the one, offered at the last session of the 
Legislature, which passed the Senate but was left on the 
calendar of the House. The Society was organized to 
awaken interest in the preservation of historical data of 
the state in the absence of any official bureau or depart- 
ment and its active officers are doing all that busy men 
with numerous personal and family duties can perform 
to carry out the purposes of the organization. 

It numbers among its deceased members such men 
as George R. Fairbanks, Francis P. Fleming and Geo. 
W. Wilson, each of whom gave liberally of his strength 
and means to the Society so long as he lived. 

Of course, growth under such circumstances is slow 
and much more can be accomplished with a little finan- 
cial assitance from the state. There is no politics in this 
bill and there will be no lobby to urge its passage but the 
Society confidently appeals to the broad and liberal rep- 
resentatives for assistance in the passage of the bill in 
order that the work may go on with renewed vigor and 
success. 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED. 

AN ACT in aid and furtherance of the objects of the 
Florida Historical Society. 

WHEREAS, The Florida Historical Society, a cor- 
poration not for profit, has been organized, having for its 
object "the collection, arrangement and preservation of 
all material pertaining to the history of, or in any man- 
ner illustrative of Florida, including books, pamphlets, 
documents, archives, manuscripts, newspapers, diaries, 
notes, letters, speeches, maps, plats, surveys, portraits, 
photographs or other likeness of men and women promi- 
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nent in Florida history, pictorial illustrations of Florida 
scenery, buildings, establishments, institutions, monu- 
ments, relics and products. Also relics of every kind 
whether historical or prehistorical, fossils, geological 
specimens, and everything in any manner illustrative of 
Florida. 

"To prepare, edit and publish articles, sketches, bi- 
ographies, pamphlets, books and documents, descriptive 
or illustrative of Florida." 

AND WHEREAS, the said Florida Historical So- 
ciety has the use of a commodious room in the fire proof 
Public Library Building in the City of Jacksonville as a 
place of receptacle for the preservation and safe keeping 
of all histories, literature, records, data, material, 
archives, relics and all things which may be collected by 
or come into the custody or control of the said Society 
in accordance with its objects. 

AND WHEREAS, the objects of the Florida His- 
torical Society and the work in which it is engaged is of 
great public utility and interest to the people of the state 
of Florida: 

Therefore, be it enacted by the Legislature of the 
State of Florida : 

Section 1. — That the Florida Historical Society, 
through its officers, is hereby authorized to investigate 
and examine the archives, papers, accounts and books of 
the State of Florida at the Capitol, under the supervision 
of the respective custodians thereof, for the purpose of 
the procurement of such data and other material con- 
nected with, or illustrative of the history of Florida, and 
to make copies and to take the custody of any paper, 
document or publication connected therewith, provided 
this shall not include the original of any official file, 
paper, document or publication of any department or pub- 
lic office of the State. And provided further that no origi- 
nal of any kind shall be taken without the consent of the 
Board of State Institutions. 

Section 2. — That the sum of Twelve Hundred 
($1,200.00) Dollars per annum be hereby appropriated on 
account of the expenses and support of the Florida His- 
torical Society, to be paid quarterly to the Treasurer of 
the Florida Historical Society. 

Section 3. — This act shall be in force as soon as it 
becomes a law by approval of the Governor or otherwise. 



